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Cygnus - The Mythology

• There are several differing accounts about Cygnus, 
however here's one popular one

• Zeus, the king of the gods, desired Leda who was the 
very beautiful wife of the King of Sparta  

• He realised she wouldn't love him for what he really was, 
and so disguised himself as a swan and was successful.  
(Strange lady!)

• Their offspring included 
– Castor (twin of Pollux who's father was the Spartan King)

– Helen of Troy

– Clytemnestra (wife of Agammemnon)



Cygnus - The Constellation

• Its main star is Deneb, a 1st magnitude star and  one of 
the corners of the Summer Triangle
– the constellation's other main stars are 2nd/3rd  magnitude.

• Two Messier objects lie within Cygnus  
– M29 & M39, both open clusters

– M27, The Dumbbell planetary nebula lies close to Cygnus, but 
is actually just over the border in Vulpecula

• Its 2nd brightest star, Albireo, is one of the best known 
double stars 
– the primary star of Albireo is a lovely golden colour and the 

fainter companion a pale blue

– and there are several more that can be found with binoculars



Whereabouts can I find it in the night sky?
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NGC 7000 : North American Nebula plus    IC 5070 : Pelican Nebula



The Veil Nebula



A stunning picture of the star 
clouds within Cygnus by 
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